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FOR AMBASSADOR HINTON 

1. I AM PLEASED THAT YOU TOOK AN EARLY OPPORTUNITY TO 
EXPRESS TO TWO OF PRESIDENT MOBUTU'S CHIEF COLLABORATORS 
YOUR VIEWS CONCERNING THE IMPROPRIETY OF HIS REMARKS 
CONCERNING PRESIDENT FORD'S NOMINATION OF AMBASSADOR 
NATHANIEL DAVIS AS ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE FOR 
AFRICAN AFFAIRS. 

2. RATHER THAN LEAVE TO CHANCE THE POSSIBILITY THAT 
BISENGEMANA OR MOKOLO WILL PASS YOUR WORDS ON TO MOBUTU, 

1 REQUEST THAT YOU SEEK EARLIEST POSSIBLE MEETING WITH 
PRESIDENT AND MAKE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

A. I HAVE READ WITH DISMAY PRESIDENT MOBUTU'S CRITICISM 
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OF THE UNITED STATES. 

B. I DO NOT RECALL AN INSTANCE IN RECENT HISTORY WHEN A 
FRIENDLY HEAD OF STATE HAS PUBLICLY CRITICIZED SUCH AN 
APPOINTMENT. 

C. THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AS A MATTER OF POLICY 
WOULD NEVER OFFER SUCH GRATUITOUS PUBLIC CRITICISM OF 
THE DOMESTIC AFFAIRS OF ANY STATE, MUCH LESS OF THOSE 
OF A FRIENDLY GOVERNMENT. 

D. I HAVE VALUED THE FREE AND FRANK DISCUSSIONS I AND 

MY COLLEAGUES HAVE ALWAYS HAD WITH PRESIDENT MOBUTU AND 
HIS CHIEF COLLABORATORS AND WE WOULDWISH THEM TO 
CONTINUE; HOWEVER, I FEEL IT WOULD BE BEST IF THESE 
DISCUSSIONS WERE CARRIED ON AS IN THE PAST IN PRIVATE 
MUTUAL EXCHANGES AS BEFITS TWO FRIENDS. 

E. PRESIDENT FORD HAS EVERY CONFIDENCE, AS DO I, IN 
NATHANIEL DAVIS AND SEES NO VALID REASON FOR WITHDRAWING 
HIS NOMINATION AS ASSISTANT SECRETARY. I CONSIDER HIM 

AN OUTSTANDING OFFICER IN EVERY SENSE OF THE WORD. 

F. I AM SURE THAT, WHEN CONFIRMED, NATHANIEL DAVIS WILL 
MAKE AN EXCELLENT ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR AFRICAN 
AFFAIRS IN WHOM PRESIDENT MOBUTU AND MEMBERS OF HIS 
GOVERNMENT CAN HAVE FULL TRUST AND CONFIDENCE. 

3. PLEASE REPORT MOBUTU’S REACTION. KISSINGER 
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